Wildlife and Hunting Heritage
Conservation Council

September XX, 2015

The Honorable Sally Jewell
Secretary of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington D.C. 20240

The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack:

The Wildlife and Hunting Heritage Conservation Council supports resumption of
state authority for managing the grizzly bear population of the Greater Yellowstone
Area, where the population began meeting recovery criteria at least a decade ago. The
recovery of the grizzly is a great achievement of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
the U.S. Forest Service, the states of Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana, and the other
federal agencies of the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee. Declaring the recovery
effort complete and delisting the population is the best tribute to this success.

Cognizant that resuming state management requires a “delisting rule” from the Fish
and Wildlife Service, and that this is a detailed task requiring close coordination
among the Service, the states, and the public, we ask that you send appropriate
knowledgeable staff to meet with a workgroup of the Council to discuss the effort to
accomplish these ends. We assume such staff will include officials from FWS Region
6 who are and will be most involved in issuing a delisting rule. We are inviting the
states of Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana to join in this discussion and would welcome
a seconding of that invitation from you to those states. As the USDA Forest Service
and National Park Service also play central roles in this issue, we welcome
representatives of these agencies to participate in the requested discussion as well.

We are fully aware that delisting the Yellowstone grizzly has already been attempted
and we believe it is well justified and overdue. We appreciate that in 2007, after
several years of the bear population meeting or exceeding recovery criteria, the Fish
and Wildlife Service issued a delisting rule. We understand that decision was
overturned by a court, after which the Service complied with the court order for
further analysis. After completing that analysis, the Service proposed a revision to the
recovery criteria for the population in 2013. It appears the scientific and procedural
requirements are now in place to issue a second delisting decision.

Thank you for your attention to this request. It is because we understand that this
process must be carefully supported and guided that we ask for this briefing and
intend to remain closely involved.

CHAIRMAN
John Tomke
Ducks Unlimited

VICE CHAIRMAN
Christine Thomas
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

MEMBERS

Jeffrey S. Crane
Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation

Whit Fosburgh
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation
Partnership

Wayne Hubbard
Urban American Outdoors

Winifred B Kessler
The Wildlife Society

Robert Manes
The Nature Conservancy

Baaswewe Frederick D. Maulson
Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife
Commission

Robert Model
Boone and Crockett Club

Miles Moretti
Mule Deer Foundation

Collin O'Mara
National Wildlife Federation

Joanna Prukop
(former) New Mexico Secretary of
Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources

Stephen L. Sanetti
National Shooting Sports Foundation

Land Tawney
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers

George C. Thornton
National Wild Turkey Federation

Howard K. Vincent
Pheasants Forever

Larry Voyles
Arizona Game and Fish Department

Steve Williams
Wildlife Management Institute

EX OFFICIO REPRESENTATION
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Bureau of Land Management

National Park Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Farm Service Agency

U.S. Forest Service

Natural Resources Conservation Service

DESIGNATED FEDERAL OFFICER &
COORDINATOR

Joshua Winchell

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Wildlife Refuge System
5275 Leesburg Pike

Falls Church, VA 22041-3803

703 358-2639







